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INTODUCTION & SUMMARY - A POCKET PARK FOR WOOD GREEN

This prospectus is about seizing the moment, empowering a community to help improve its area and
translating ideas into deeds. It will do this by creating a pocket park from a largely dead area of poor environmental quality, bringing it purpose
at the centre of a vibrant and diverse community presently without the outdoor, social space needed to thrive and look after itself.

It has been prepared by Parkside Malvern Residents Association (PMRA) on behalf of the local
community and has the support of the local authority and lead ward councillor, The Mall Corporation, Metropolitan Housing Trust,
Heartlands High School and, most importantly local residents. PMRA has been established for more than 12 years and is active in the area,
with the council, other local groups and schools. In that time, we have created two community gardens as gateways to our area and have wide
participation across the various activities we are involved in. It is a founding member of the Wood Green Action Group and runner up in the
Mayor’s London Health Commission Partnership Achievement Awards 2010. We are passionate about our area and good at making
connections; an example is in the story on the attached link http://www.pmra.co.uk/2012/07/09/the-mosaic-and-planters-have-arrived/ .

The proposal is for the local community to create a new, small, manageable and inviting public space
that provides relief from the hustle and bustle of the town centre, with trees and greenery, reaching out and open to all; it will truly be a place to
sit and relax, for people to come together and, in so doing, play their part to making the city friendlier, greener and more resilient.

The pocket park will deliver all of the outcomes sought by the Mayor and quickly become part of the network of new
parks and outdoor spaces that will join existing and create new communities.

WHAT WE DO & WHY?
Above all, this pocket park will create lasting change that cannot be brought about by local authorities or any one body or agency alone. It can succeed
because it delivers outcomes that are important to others, because it mobilises the diverse resources and skills of community, because, having made something of real value, the community will recognise it as
its own and stand up for it. It will be resilient, inspiring, valuable and a legacy.

This pocket park can succeed because it has a community to create it, value it and look after it.

It has a vision to garner support and stand the test of time - the Mayor’s
vision for pocket parks. PMRA has been active for more than a decade in responding to policy-makers and local government initiatives. This prospectus fits with and supports all borough and local policies for the
area.

The area needs change: it was badly affected by the looting and disturbances in Wood Green, following the Tottenham riots in 2011 – this prospectus is part of the community’s response to the
challenge laid down by national and local political leadership to address the underlying causes of the disturbances.

The area needs change, if it is to survive as a London regional shopping destination and source of local employment – this prospectus supports and is coordinated with the Council and TfL’s Major Scheme for the town centre and sits within its action zone.

The area needs change as part of building a stronger community, in response to the Localism agenda but also to play their part in the delivery of change previously left to local
government.

.

THE RIGHT PLACE

The pocket park is proposed for a short length of one-way street at the north end of Alexandra Road, between Martins Walk and the High
Road and Martins Walk itself. It forms a popular pedestrian and cycle link into and around one of the most congested parts of the town centre
but is also, importantly, a twilight zone between the High Road and two neighbouring residential areas – Hornsey Park and Sky City.
The north end of the space is adjacent to the proposed area of improvement under the HBC/TfL Major Scheme, where the junction of the High
Road and Alexandra Road is to be traffic calmed, de cluttered and an area of high quality public realm created following the principles of
Exhibition Road. The entrance to The Mall is 50m away and an east west link to Noel Park via Lymington Avenue opposite.
A pocket park in this space will break the silence of abandonment and speak to the surrounding community. With its prominent, nodal
location, the characteristics that have caused it to fail its community - its harsh physical environment, lack of ownership, absence of purpose
and opportunity for anti-social behaviour - can be reversed by a pocket park. With such a strong community, the pocket park ‘community
garden’ will be resilient and self healing – it will bring out the best in us and move people to look differently on what’s around them (and
perhaps make other positive changes). It can succeed where the straightened, measured efforts of authority and the calculated concern of the
business cannot.
In developing proposals under the Major Scheme, Haringey Borough Council (HBC) has identified the junction as having potential value as a
much needed open space in this central area of the town centre. However, the north end of Alexandra Road is subject to and encourages antisocial behaviour and problems typical of the margins of town centres – urinating against walls, dumped rubbish, unregulated stopping and
illegal parking, dumped trade refuse and, later in the day, petty crime and vandalism. All these detractors are encouraged by the way the
space is designed and managed, are harmful to the immediate and wider area and serve to isolate the residential communities.
The experience of our community is that, without an approach that embraces all sections of the community, the partial improvement of one
area serves to displace problems into the nearest low quality, poorly managed space. This proposal addresses the concern.

While much of the same planning and engineering proposed under the Major Scheme could be applied to the area of the pocket park, it
would not bring about the positive changes available from a pocket park. The Major Scheme project manager first suggested that a
pocket park could be the means to develop a sustainable community space that would face both the residential community and the
town centre, in an area of significant open space deprivation.
The space is adjacent to The Sky City and Hornsey Park residential areas - both neighbourhoods identified on the GLA Pocket Parks
Areas of Deprivation in community open spaces and parks - and includes Martins Walk, a popular pedestrian and unauthorised cycle
path, one of the wider area’s strategic ‘east-west’ linkages. The latter space has been adopted by PMRA as part of its Community
Garden Project, where residents have created planters and flowerbeds and worked with The Mall Corporation and others to make the
space more attractive and safer. The modest efforts have demonstrated that community action in the most difficult of spaces can
improve areas significantly and permanently.
The space is the ‘front door’ to the Sky City, part of the award winning mixed use Wood Green Shopping City (1980), but a ‘barbican’
style development that has created containment and isolation at podium level and invisibility and vulnerability at street level. Residents
of the estate and at street level are unaware of each other and unable to mix. The public face of the estate is one of locked doors,
empty staircases, unfamiliar faces and shadowy movements. A pocket park will be a front door and window on the world for the estate.
The residents of Hornsey Park have long sought to create a ‘gateway’ to their area and buffer between the residential and activity
(good and not so good) of the High Road. The gateway would help create identity to both areas, engender pride, provide safe and
sociable space in an area deprived of open space and help stem the flow of town centre activity into streets which ought to provide the
quiet space needed by its whole community.

THE SITE

The space is more than five times the area of the first community
garden created by PMRA at the south end of Hornsey Park Road in
2010, a garden created in a similarly alienated space which has
since become a popular meeting place and place of relaxation in
the life of the area.
The site is also part of HBC’s Air Quality Action Plan (AQAP)
priority programme for the Wood Green High Road and Hornsey
Park residential area, where NO2 levels exceed acceptable levels
and there are other concerns about air quality. All of the outcomes
delivered by the pocket park will support the AQAP and council
measures to improve air quality through tree planting, sustainable
travel and reduced reliance on the car, waiting and idling car
engines and cleaner, greener environments. It is possible that
further funding could become available for additional green walls
through the Mayor’s Clean Air Fund, to help improve air quality
within the town centre. Further work will be undertaken on this
opportunity, if the application for funding of the pocket park is
successful. See
http://www.tfl.gov.uk/corporate/projectsandschemes/21103.aspx
VIEW SOUTH WESTALONG ALEXANDRA ROAD FROM JUNCTION WITH HIGH ROAD

The loss of a handful of parking spaces will be a reallocation of
space, from those making car journeys to those who choose to
walk or cycle. The Mall estimates that around 75% of its visitors
live within a 5 to 10 minute journey. The area is PTAL 6 and the
town centre’s car parks have good levels of availability. Blue
badge parking in the CPZ is widespread.
Future growth of the centre has been linked to attracting more
visitors from the west of the borough, where the council’s LIP
records residents to be more predisposed to car free living and
inclined towards a reduced reliance on car journeys. A significant
number of visitors therefore live within the Wood Green CPZ,
where the number of internal trips by car is acknowledged to be
high, and therefore have the ability to park in residents’ parking
bays.
The pocket park will help the council address the fact that an area
of high PTAL are those where there is the highest aspiration to
drive. Other town centres manage and restrict parking, stopping
and loading facilities in their most valuable spaces. This pocket
park is such a location: some loading, space for refuse collection
and the facility to drop is allowed.

VIEW NORTH EAST ALONG ALEXANDRA ROAD TOWARDS JUNCTION WITH HIGH ROAD

PLACE SHAPING

The space was badly affected by the looting and criminal behaviour that followed the Tottenham Riots 1, following which communities
were challenged by politicians and authorities to help resolve the underlying problems. In an open letter to the leader of the council,
PMRA asked for action 2. The pocket park is part of the community’s response – a space of welcome, community and friendship, a place
of beauty, surprise and hope. The words chosen for PMRA’s first community garden, long before Danny Boyle’s inspired quoting of
Shakespeare at the opening Olympic ceremony, capture the spirit of the place:

One touch of nature makes the whole world kin 3
William Shakespeare
Nature here refers to the better side of human nature but it is also a pun on how nature is something we all have in common which can
bring people together, whatever their background, age or health. The park will remind everyone who passes it that there is goodness and
beauty everywhere and that they are part of a community. A pocket park and these sentiments would have meant much to Joyce Carol
Vincent 4, the talented young woman who lay dead for three years in a nearby flat, an event that brought shame to the name of the area.
It will mean much to the lonely and those who are new to London.
Other words put forward for the Hornsey Park community garden equally capture the spirit of the proposed pocket park:

To forget how to dig the earth and to tend the soil is to forget ourselves
Mahatma Gandhi

How fair is a garden amid the trials and passions of existence
Benjamin Disraeli
VIEW LOOKING FROM HIGH ROAD INTO POCKET PARK

The pocket park will become part of Wood Green’s quirky better nature: the often forgotten nature that defined Wood Green past and started with the
traditions of non-conformism (its local churches, schools, parks and monuments), free speech (Spouters Corner), self improvement (the Noel Park Artisans
estate) and charity (its alms houses). These traditions continue today through the vitality of its street market stalls, the creativity and industry of the Chocolate
Factory, Cultural Quarter and Mountview Theatre, its social eateries and meeting places (Karamel Club, Mosaica, The Asian Community Centre), the genius
of the Big Green Bookshop and its comedy club, the Film Festival, the Wood Green Animal Shelter and the love affair (for some) with the historic gas holder
(grandfather of the Gherkin and father of the Zeppelin). The pocket park will be within a few minutes’ walk and on the way to all these heroes of Wood Green.
Together, they are the antidote and future hope for Wood Green in the face of increasing completition from other shopping centres and the mono-culture of
pound shops, pawn shops, pay-day loan shops and betting shops.
It will repeat the success of other PMRA projects where bringing the community together creates change. Just as the Mosaic connected residents and a
school to environmental improvements and traffic calming, a street cafe and an entrance to the Sky City, so the pocket partkwill connect residents, businesses
and local artists and the creative in our community with all those who care about our environment. Wood Green has a diverse but largely hidden artistic and
creative community. It will add to the retail and economic vitality of the area and help banish the view that Wood Green is a cheap, low value monoculture.
Through its new landscape, it will remind the visitor how rich in skills our community is and help inspire others to develop their own skills for work or pleasure.
It will create new space where otherwise none can be made – some by recycling parking bays and abandoned alcoves and others by introducing
perpendicular space – green walls, trees and lighting. It will borrow some of the themes and stardust of the Olympic Park, the greatest of all gathering spaces
where visitors could move freely, relax and be sociable at the same time as engaging with what was around them. There will be space for nature - wild
flowers, birds and insects and space for stillness and movement. In every sense, the pocket park will engage the visitor and help them find their way.
The pocket park will push back the invading trade waste bins, remove the cover of anonymity for those that urinate on every wall or corner, and exchange
unnecessary parking spaces that detract from the environment and serve only those who choose to drive short distances on the off chance of finding a
parking space, for a high quality space full of nature and the best of the area.

DELIVERING THE POCKET PARK

PMRA will act as project owner and director, leading a Project Group comprising key stakeholders to
manage and deliver the project. This will ensure strong links are kept with
PMRA residents and Sky City tenants
Haringey Council and the Major Scheme with links to planning, sustainability and transportation
Ward Councillor s (one or more)
The Mall Corp – adjacent and part landowner, link to retailers and possible source of fundraising
Metropolitan Housing Association - adjacent and part landowner and possible source of funding

Heartlands High School – links to curriculum on a sustainable environment and art
Wood Green Action Group – support group for the improvement of the economic, retail vitality of
the area and enhancement of the area’s reputation
Neighbourhood Watch and members of the Wood Green Police Panel – safer neighbourhoods
PMRA will be responsible for obtaining the support and resources critical to project delivery and
achievement of outcomes and ensure that suitable professional appointments are made with clear
scopes of services and responsibilities, fixed fees, target timescales across all areas of the project.
All key tasks will be assigned and managed by a lead designer, with seamless responsibilities across
the design and construction team.
.

MURAL 2002 AND PLANTING - MARTINS WALK

Stakeholders have already indicated their commitment to support the project: HBC will cooperate with
the Project Group to help ensure the project is aligned with, and where necessary, supported by the
Major Scheme. The Mall Corporation and Metropolitan Housing Association have offered facilities for
meetings, media support, links to retailers and tenants and assistance in fundraising.
The Project Group will oversee the completion of a Project Plan and Project Programme and ensure
that it is suitably linked to delivery of the adjacent Major Scheme. It will also be responsible for the
identification, mitigation and management of all project risks, to ensure that the project is delivered on
time and on budget.

Following approval by the GLA, East Architects, the architect for the Major Scheme will be appointed as
lead design consultant, the Project Plan finalised and the design development to Stage D and
application for planning permission made. Since the nature of the works is entirely consistent with the
Major Scheme and local policy, approval should be forthcoming within a period of eight weeks following
submission. Progress on the stages that follow will be aligned with the Major Scheme by its project
team, to ensure consistency and synchronous completion of detailed design, procurement and the
construction phases.
Key appointments will be with those already working on the Major Scheme. The fee resource included
in this prospectus is 7.5%, reflecting the amount of work conducted to date to reach Stage A/B, an
amount agreed as fair for a project delivered under co-ordinated, collaborative and synchronous
arrangements.
HORNSEY PARK ROAD

MOSIAIC AND PLANTER

MOSAIC BY CHILDREN

A single tendering process will be conducted by the Major Scheme project team, with separate schedules
and clear lines of demarcation, to enable the financial resources of the Pocket Park project to be managed
with due probity. Overall risk for management and delivery of the project during the detailed design and
construction stages will be the responsibility of the project team under novated appointments and clear
construction contract conditions.
Following novation, the design team, as part of a co-ordinated but separately resources workload, will
deliver:
Planning and other permissions
Design audits and compliance with HBC/TfL specifications and design requirements
Site surveys and investigations (complete)
Parking and temporary traffic management approvals and orders
Construction procurement and site works
Co-ordination with the Major Scheme design and works
Contract Administration, site supervision, completion, handover and defects liability
Short term goals are completion of the design ready for tendering as part of a package of works with the
Major Scheme.

SMALL THEMED AREAS OF
NATURE

EXAMPLE OF PLANTING DETAIL

ALEXANDRA PARK ROAD
Thereafter, the project will be delivered during the overall project
programme for the Major Scheme, 2013-2014, with all moneys
accounted for by the end of 2014. Any retention sums will be drawn
down and held on account if required and accounted for by the HBC
project team.
Medium and longer term goals are the establishment of a community
group of ‘friends’ to act as guardians and champions for the pocket park,
to ensure local support and commitment to the success of the park is
maintained. Regular gardening events and social gatherings will be
planned and the active involvement and continued commitment of those
who helped create the park renewed.

The Major Scheme (Haringey Council/TfL) scheme shares
similar goals and methodology with the pocket park
proposal and both parties have agreed to work together in
order to maximize benefits for the community. Each
scheme complementing the other.
HBC Illustration from Major Scheme Proposal

m

OUTCOMES

Please see the design appendix to this prospectus. The pocket park will:
 Connect and speak directly to its community (Hornsey Park, Sky City, from Noel Park and visitors to the town centre)
 Become part of the Great Outdoors, a place to pause, relax, socialise, engage with the environment and feel part of the community
 Be a place that people care about and see the good in – you will often hear it said that nobody cares about Wood Green
 Provide highly accessible and much needed social and high quality open space at the heart of the community
 Meet the pocket park criterion of being located in an area of open space deprivation
 Be created and owned by its community, using human capital and the skills and commitment of those around
 Support well-being and healthy living through participation, creating positive change through community action, ownership, responsibility
and pride
 Enhance Wood Green’s reputation –self help and quirky
 Support the successful delivery of outcomes sought by the Major Scheme
 Deliver one of the essential linkages in the area, as defined by current strategic planning policy
 Support alternatives to the car by walking and cycling – sustainable journey, particularly from though in the west of the borough
 Support deliveries of the borough’s clean air strategies
 Be a way-finder and part of the strategic linkage between the town centre and Wood Green’s Cultural Quarter
 Showcase local art and craft and support the vitality of the area where the town centre and residential neighbourhoods meet

GLA POCKET PARK EXEMPLARS

.

ALEXANDRA PARK ROAD

The pocket park will be part of the Great Outdoors – instead of being a place to dull the spirits and treat as worthless,
it will be a place of rest, stimulation and surprise – somewhere on our front doorsteps or journeys we recognise as
close to home which we are proud enough to tell our friends of. It will be somewhere to be with family or friends and
find something new in when we visit. Most of all, it will be somewhere to feel reassured, heartened, find messages of
fraternity and kindness – those values we feel and need for our well being.
It will support sustainable travel to one of London’s busiest shopping centres. The current parking pattern detracts
from the area and is a barrier to its improvement: it cannot satisfy demand and its control and partial removal will
increase the success of the traffic calming measures and environmental improvements proposed under the Major
Scheme at the junction of the High Road and Alexandra Road: the two proposals are symbiotic.
The pocket park will introduce a zone less dominated by the car and the hazards of parking and waiting that will
gives more space to cyclists. There is presently no car free means for cyclists to approach this part of the town
centre, although they do by using Alexandra Road against the one way system or through Martins Walk.

Some residents have previously suggested the need to have a cycle lane and even two way vehicular access in the
north end of Alexandra Road in return for restricted access from the High Road: the pocket park and associated
traffic calming will be a step towards this, if the council is minded to try it, in future.

.

The positive impact on the High Road and residential area from not drawing traffic from the High Road was
demonstrated a few years ago, when the junction was closed for major gas works a few years ago.
.
EXAMPLE OF GREEN WALL AND RAILING DETAILS

COLLABORATION AND SUPPORT

The opportunity was first presented to the Wood Green Action Group (WGAG) by the project manager for the Major Scheme, as a way of
improving the outcomes of the Major Scheme through wide community collaboration using the GLA pocket park’s ethos, focus and
momentum. As a pocket park, it has the potential to deliver much more than a local authority led public realm improvement. The WGAG
was created to champion measures to improve the lives of those who live in the area and making the town centre more attractive and
vibrant.
A meeting was held between the GLA lead for the pocket park programme and Project Manager for the Major Scheme to ensure
alignment of purpose and process and the opportunity confirmed as being entirely consistent with the purpose behind both schemes. It
was also confirmed that the two projects are discrete and delivering quite different outcomes. The pocket park project has a high element
of collaboration based upon community action, self help, health and well-being, long term commitment to change. It is a project with the
beating heart of its community.
PMRA has been active in the area for a number of years: the problems associated with the area were one of the reasons it came into
existence in 1999. This activity and the links developed over the past 13 years have provided the platform to work with all key
stakeholders to create a viable and sustainable proposal.
WGAG has all three Ward councillors as members. The support of Cllr Strickland, Cabinet Member for Regeneration, confirms the
strategic importance alignment of the proposal. The Major Scheme is a priority project for HBC and central to its commitment to support
and strengthen the economic and retail vitality of the town centre and its wider community. The responsible Cabinet member, Cllr
Canver, who opened PMRA’s first community garden in 2010 supports the proposal.

PMRA is active in the local community, working with the HBC’s Area Forum (from whom funding has been provided to support its community gardening
project), The Mall Corporation, local housing associations (including Metropolitan Housing Trust) and Heartlands High School, with whom a mosaic and
planting space were created in 2012.
We are good at making connections and creating linkages that will help ensure the long term success of an initiative. The first community garden was
created with the support of local businesses, whose additional financial support, mentoring and active participation have been critical to its success
Collaboration with Heartlands High School helped ensure the garden was a valuable way-finder to the new school and reflected their values . Working with
Homes for Haringey, we gave the garden a name to record its importance in our community and the affection the community has for it. Significantly, the
success of the garden has been replicated opposite by a local business, doubling its impact and sending important messages to the community about itself.
This prospectus represents the coming together of a significant amount of community and local authority resource. The parties recognise that there is no
other way of achieving the desired outcomes. Mobilising a community is a considerable undertaking and requires care in its timing. The timing is right, now,
based on:
The desire to respond to the significant problems in the area over the last few years
The political commitment to change and support communities in bringing about that change
The acknowledgement that the success of public realm and environmental improvements cannot be assured by a local authority and project team acting
in isolation from the community and without the longer term commitment from the community
The ethos, focus and resources available through the Pocket Parks initiative and drive to ensure project succeed
The alignment with and contemporaneous delivery of the major scheme
The need to improve the reputation of Wood Green and support its growth as a sustainable community.
PMRA and the stakeholders would be willing to collaborate with other Mayoral organisations or corporate sponsor, where this is consistent with the
community led ethos of the project and vision of its stakeholders.

LETTER OF SUPPORT
CHIEF EXECUTIVE, HARINGEY COUNCIL

MATCH FUNDING, SYNERGY AND INNOVATION

Match funding is provided by Haringey Council and further through the Major Scheme (for the wider area adjacent to the site, in the way
of improvements to pavements and lighting and the creation of an improved public realm around the junction of the High Road and
Alexandra Road - the northern gateway to the pocket park).
Further non-governmental funding will be created through a grant from Metropolitan Housing Trust through fundraising led by The Mall
Cares (the Mall Corporation’s Charity for the support of local communities and good causes). Both of these require formalising but it is
believed that additional funding of c.£30,000 could be possible. Experience of PMRA is that it might expect to lever further financial
support. Overall the funding position can be described as follows:
GLA Pocket Parks
HBC/TfL Major Scheme Match Funding
Stakeholder and local community
Total

£ 50,000
£ 30,000*
£ 30,000
£110,000

•In addition to this funding, the Major Scheme will be delivering improvements to the junction of High Road and Alexandra Road, which
are immediately adjacent to and will be read with the pocket park.
There is no allowance for backlog maintenance from the LIP, funding from the CPZ or CIL but any or all of these could potentially be
available following completion of the pocket park to help further develop in future.

The synergy of the proposal with strategic objectives and current policies and actions is the
strength of the project which should help ensure its popularity and long term success.
Successful projects are those that deliver on their commitments, are visible to those whose
continued support they need and which create added value that both addresses current need
but have the potential to adapt and develop to meet future need. This project is consistent with
all local and national policy objectives:

This project is consistent with all local and national policy objectives:
Localism and sustainable communities
Collaboration and development of long term relationships that provide added value
Health and well-being
Sustainable travel and the creation of environments that support walking and cycling

The project provides a model approach capable of replication in any similar town centre area
where previously isolated communities have shared ideals and needs but lack the means to
connect and support from local agencies and authorities is available from, amongst other things
an adjacent funded project.

Reduced reliance on short car journeys and the negative and adverse impact they have
Safer neighbourhoods and reduction of anti-social behaviour

Walking to school and all-age involvement in the improvement of local environment
Enhanced reputation of Wood green town centre
Economic development and vitality
Local public art and craft
Inclusion and opportunities
Environmental improvement and increased bio-diversity

PMRA

Improved outcomes and delivery of critical success factors for project using public funding
THE STAKEHOLDERS

DESIGN 1 - A SHARED SURFACE

At the heart of the idea, is the proven philosophy that users
when confronted with a streetscape devoid of traditional
demarcations, will reduce their speed and show greater respect
for other road users, be they on foot, cycle or driving.

South Kensington’s Exhibition Road is an example of the
complete integration of vehicle and pedestrian movements by
the removal of all unnecessary street furniture and the laying of
a uniform surface.
This “total” sharing of the streetscape may not be appropriate in
this instance due to its location adjacent to a busy junction.
However, many elements of the Dutch plan are proposed.
The pavement and carriageway will share a common material
softening traditional distinctions between the two. Kerbs will be
removed, level changes eradicated along the breadth and width
of the scheme’s demise.
Areas once provided for car parking will be transferred to the
pedestrian realm, significantly widening the pavements on
either side. Benches, tables, plants, defining activity zones, will
be placed, creating space to relax, to play , to watch, and be
seen.
Vehicle circulations will be defined and separated from
pedestrian movements by a series of quality bollards, planters,
and furniture. A marginal reduction in carriageway width
coupled with the visual and acoustic qualities provided by the
change in surface from tarmac, slowing traffic, informing drivers
they are entering a residential zone.
A cycle way will be introduced on the less occupied shady east
side of the proposal, identified by a metal studs.
Contrasting tactile tile strips and recessed lighting along the
carriageway’s border, will aid awareness for those with visual
impairments.
Existing street clutter such as barriers, excessive signage,
lampposts, will be removed visually opening up views, freeing
movement.

New street lighting will be introduced along the carriage way in
bollard and recessed, while above ambient mood illuminations
introduced to the overhanging soffits of the Shopping City.
The aim? The creation of a pleasant, safe, green pocket part for
Wood Green and gateway in to “Hornsey Park”. A chance to
provide a zone of pedestrian beauty as well as amenity, to
complement the Major Scheme. The opportunity to readdress
the vehicle / pedestrian balance. Aiding safety, reducing
speeds. A place in which to be proud.

ALEXANDRA ROAD

ALEXANDRA ROAD

DESIGN - 2 - ACTIVITY

The site area along Alexandra Road, at present lies devoid of
function. A step too far from High Street, with nothing to catch
the eye, no reason to stop. Pedestrians quickly pass through.
The blank walls of the shopping centre offer little sense of
security. Behind steel doors, plant room apparatus hum alone.
No ground floor public function to expel life on to the street
beyond.
Smokers cower from the elements. Shoppers weighed down
with bags, await lifts home, beneath concrete soffits. A stone
bench the only hint to amenity. A gift to the drinkers onboard?
The plant beds a convenient WC. A signal of a malaise infused
within the brickwork.
It could be so different. A Pop up Café, Community Herb
Gardens, games tables, picnic benches. In summer a schools
art fair, paintings hung high from the shopping centre’s walls,
or a weekly clinic for the children's bike doctor. All possibilities.
The proposal provides the space, the boundaries, the
community the ideas.
The project concentrates activity on the north side of the street
so as to profit from the locations orientation and local sun
spots.
The proposal aims to draw people and thus life off the High
Street, by providing a tranquil haven. A moments break from
bustle. A pallete on which to project a vision. An areas vision of
desire.
By working alongside the Major Scheme project designers, the
area can be transformed. Social meeting, spaces, eating
spaces, pop up exhibition spaces can be placed along
Alexandra Road, freeing the newly enlarged square in front of
Boots to house a multitude of activities throughout the year. An
arena for activity. Imagination is the sole restrictor.

INSERT
SITE PHOTOS OF PEOPLE

DESIGN 3 – “LIFE” IN THE POCKET PARK

Mention tfl scheme

ALEXANDRA ROAD

DESIGN 4 - “LIFE” IN THE POCKET PARK (a market wall)

Across the globe, the colours the sounds of the market bring
life and soul to a place. Bringing people together, a theatre of
the street, an experience unmatched.

Although at present, a few stalls exist, along the High Road,
Wood Green’s principle bazaar lies hidden, tucked away in the
bowels of the Shopping City. While this has some advantages,
the street, the peoples domain is deprived of the spirit, the
community the market provides.
The scheme proposes along the south west facing side of
Alexandra Road, a zone of external trading space. Using the
blank brick walls a a canvas for their wares, art, plants rugs
can be displayed. An ever changing Kaleidoscope of colour.
Food stalls reflecting the myriad of cultures present, should be
encouraged. Classes, demonstrations promoting healthy
eating staged, while diners eat at the proposed tables and
benches,

ALEXANDRA ROAD

DESIGN 5 - PARKING

ALEXANDRA ROAD

Private car parking along Alexandra Road can be divided into
two groups.
To the west side, parking is predominantly off street upon front
garden concreted over in order to provide often two bays.
Between drop kerbs, some on street parking exists.
While this arrangement allows for a visual opening of the
streetscape, vehicles overhang the pavement , infringing on
pedestrian routes.
On the east side of the road parking is on street, from the
junction with the High Street . A section of carriageway
opposite the reptile shop has been designated for loading.

The plan does not propose changes to the residential parking
along Alexandra Road.
The controlled bays adjacent to the shopping centre will be
removed. In their place, the pedestrian realm will be expanded.
Access will be maintained to Hazel Mews and provision for
unloading and refuse collection maintained.

INSERT SITE PHOTOS OF CARS PARKED
IN GARDENS AND ROAD

DESIGN 6 - VEHICULAR CIRCULATION

Vehicle movements into Alexandra Road remain unchanged,
controlled (or not) by the lights at the junction.
The northern kerb line of Alexandra Road at this junction
however does not reflect current vehicle movements, in all
probability harking back to a time when the carriage way saw
traffic pass in two directions.
Vehicles entering Alexandra Road from the south sweep
gentle round the eastern kerb line, while those turning from the
south bound carriageway of the High Road, via the designated
lane, are directed into the middle of Alexandra Road. This
leaves an expanse of tarmac adjacent to the western kerb line
idle, unused , with no cars passing over it
The scheme proposes a realignment of the kerb line in order to
reflect current vehicle movements. This would see this large
area of route way being transferred to pedestrian use,
dramatically increasing the recreational potential of a rare area
of open space within the shopping heartland of the High Street.

Pedestrian Gain

The High Road lacks a heart. A hub where shoppers can relax
away from the hustle and bustle of one of London’s busiest
streets.
Creative design, intelligent landscaping both hard and soft
could provide a haven in which to relax momentarily, house
events, meet friends. A place for play?
A message sent out that cities are a place for people to interact
not a canvas on which low occupancy cars sculpt the
environment of all.
The width of the carriage way along the proposal will be
marginally reduced to 3600mm, the area gained transferred to
pedestrian use. An additional benefit of this being a subtle
traffic calming. Visual changes in materials, a different noise
and feel emanating from tyres, informing the driver they are
entering a residential zone.
While outside of the demise of this project, falling instead with
the boundary of the Major Scheme, this area is integral to the
success of both parties plans. Bonds will be formed between
designs to ensure the success of the common goal.

ALEXANDRA ROAD

DESIGN 7 - PRECEDENT STUDIES (urban interventions)

Illustrated are a selection of urban schemes globally sourced
which demonstrate a selection of the qualities towards which
the Alexandra Road strives

DESIGN 7 CONT’D - PRECEDENT STUDIES (pocket parks)

DESIGN 7 CONT’D - PRECEDENT STUDIES (shared surface)
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overhead Bench Gantry

LILLE, FRANCE

7 DIALS, LONDON
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DESIGN 8 - MATERIAL STUDIES

The materials and products illustrated here are for indicative
purposes only, but serve to express the quality, longevity,
image and ambience, the design strives to achieve.
The product must be beautiful
The product must be hard wearing
The product must be easily maintained and replaceable

SEATING

WASTE BINS

BRUSHED STAINLESS STEEL BOLLARDS

Laboratory layout configuration options

STREET FURNITURE

PAVING FLAGSTONES

CONTEMPORARY PLANTERS

DESIGN 9 - LIGHTING STUDIES

WALL PROJECTIONS (OPPORTUNITY)

INTEGRATED BOLLARD LIGHTS

PLANTER ILLUMINATION

LED ROPE

RECESSED PAVEMENT LIGHTING

MARTINS WALK AND THE ALCOVES

Martins Walk is a fragment of a much older
highway, left over from the redevelopment of the
town centre 40 years ago. It is now an essential
and popular linkage between residential streets,
connective space for the town centre and
strategic route to the Cultural Quarter and
Heartlands.

MOSAICS REFLECT
COLOURS OF
FLOWERS AND
CREATE
AWARENESS

While nature and the intervention of residents
has reclaimed parts, the back of the shopping
centre lacks any beauty and encourages anti
social behaviour, leaving the community feeling
unsafe. The result is a poor and uncaring and
unsafe ‘front door’ or journey home for a great
many people.

ANALYSIS

RAILINGS WILL CLOSE OFF ALCOVES

The size of each intervention is not the issue –
this part of the pocket park will be at its best
when they are small but powerful expressions of
residents’ feelings, connected by the ‘Walk’.
Additional, non utilitarian lighting will add life
and vibrancy, increasing the sense of personal
safety .

DECORATIVE FILM TO BLANK WINDOWS
CREATING A SENSE OF FUN AND WIT

VERTICAL PLANTING WILL LINE WALLS

DESIGN 10 – PRECEDENT

IRONWORK

MARTIN’S WALK

WALL PLANTERS

MURULS

HANGING PLANTERS

USE OF COLOUR

APPENDIX ONE (site investigations)

Site investigations and surveys have been undertaken by the project team for the Major Scheme and are available now.

APPENDIX TWO (Outline Budget)

The outline scheme budget is as follows:

Railings
Mosaic/murals
Benches & street furniture
Pavings
Lighting
Signs
Trees
Planters
Green wall
Other
Sub total

£ 17,000.00
£ 6,000.00
£ 15,000.00
£ 22,000.00
£ 14,000.00
£ 3,000.00
£ 5,000.00
£ 4,000.00
£ 15,000.00
£
750.00
£ 101,750.00

Professional fees

£

Grand Total

£ 110,000.00

8,250.00

